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Capital punishment involves execution as a form of punishment for a specific crime after 

a fair trial is conducted. The state only uses the power to use capital punishment, and any non-

state organization that tries to use that power commits a crime. There are over 2000 teenagers, 

women, and men on the list of people awaiting the "Death row" in America. Their time left to 

live is decreasing every day as state and federal courts continue to allow laws on death penalties 

allowing the executions to resume. Over the past decade, killings have become more often, so 

none of the cases will likely be aired or hit the front pages. However, advocates for human rights, 

together with civil libertarians, do not accept killing state-sanctioned in America. America is the 

Western country that is industrialized and still uses death penalties. Capital punishment does not 

deter crime and is immoral, as discussed. 

People who defend capital crime base their arguments on the fact that society is morally 

obligated to protect its citizens' welfare and safety. Murderers are a threat to this safety, and 

therefore, by putting them to death, they believe that the murderers do not kill again and that 

people planning to commit such crimes will refrain from them. Supporters of capital punishment 

claim that those practices should be supported since they balance good over evil. They say that 

capital punishment is beneficial for the community because it reduces the chances of violent 

crime happening again. Producing evidence that is direct on this fact is ambiguous, but by the 

use of common sense, we can say that people who death penalties deter are less likely to murder. 
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If they knew that they are going to die if they commit murder, then they will be less likely to 

undertake it. Supporters of capital punishment also claim that people who are convicted because 

they committed the crime should be murdered. Since justice is primarily about treating everyone 

equally, it would not be fair if people are punished lesser than the wrongs they inflicted. If the 

society supports more minor convictions, they will be favoring murderers at the expense of the 

victims. Supporters argue that by imposing a death penalty on someone who has committed 

murder, justice is served. 

All the arguments supporting death penalties make substantial claims. However, the 

moral obligation of society is to preserve and protect human life, not taking it.  Killing a human 

is only permissible as a necessary condition for achieving a balance of good over evil 

considerably for everyone (Yelderman, 110). Considering how much value we place on the life 

of a human being, we are obliged to minimize suffering and pain where possible. If there is a less 

severe punishment than a death penalty and will accomplish the same objectives, then as 

humans, we are bound to use the less severe method over the death penalty. 

The claim that a death penalty is a more effective way of deterring crime than another 

punishment like a life sentence has no evidence (Dieter and Richard, 220). Murders can be 

locked away for the rest of their lives without taking another life from the earth. Additionally, a 

death penalty is not a sure way of punishing crimes and ensuring that the criminals" get what 

they deserve." Justice, in no way, requires criminals who have murdered to get a death penalty 

(Bessler and John, 1). Justice only requires that the gravest crimes committed to receiving the 

most severe punishment methods would be allowed by our moral principles. 

Death penalties are not necessary for the achievement of some social benefits. 

Additionally, death penalties are costly to society.  First of all, they waste human lives that could 
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be turned productive. A significant number of people sentenced to death could be rehabilitated 

and live socially productive lives. Killing these people removes all the chance of the good they 

could have done for the society had they been left to live. 

It has been recorded that sometime an innocent person is wrongly convicted and 

sentenced to a death penalty. In the book "Just Mercy," Stevenson describes how countless 

prisoners on death row are put to death every year even though they are wrongly convicted. 

Prisoners are tried so that the truth can be determined (Stevenson, 90). However, due to the 

curtailing of the truth by many factors, the prisoners are found guilty. Sometimes the distortion 

could be caused by unequal racial composition in the town where the prisoner comes from and 

many other factors that could cause an unfair trial. Over 350 people have been wrongly 

convicted and executed from 1900 to date. If these people were not executed but instead placed 

in prison for life, later when they were found to be innocent, the court can reverse its decision 

and release them, which is not the case of a death penalty is administered. 

Additionally, Stevenson describes another scenario in which a man was convicted 

wrongly and then sent rushing to say goodbye to his family. The man is then brought back and 

placed on the electric chair to serve his sentence, and then finally, after many tries that were 

extremely painful, the man is killed. Stevenson states that the officers who carried out the event 

were extraordinarily remorseful and unsettled. If the people trained to carry out these activities 

get unsettled by it, imagine the average person who supports death penalties but is sitting at 

home would be appalled by the death penalty process.   

Stevenson also states that children are tried as adults and are also susceptible to death 

row. Throughout his book, he says that children do not get any benefit of the doubt comes to 

death penalties. The system does not care that the child could have undergone a traumatic 
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experience that caused them to murder out of self-protection or fear or maybe even an accident. 

In many cases, he states that kids are tried the same way as adults and are sentenced to life 

imprisonment without parole or put on death row (Stevenson’s, 98). It is wrong, considering that 

kids have not fully developed. It is unfair since they should wait until the child fully develops 

because that is when the child has a good chance of being rehabilitated.  He states that some off 

the kids that were tried expressed distraught for what they had done. Kids cannot read and 

analyze a situation, as well as an adult, can so trying them the same way you'd try an adult is 

wrong. There is no way of knowing the truth in all situations. Convicting someone to death is 

something that cannot be undone even if later the person is found that he was not guilty. 

Death penalties are also costly and waste a significant amount of money. Conventional 

wisdom would state that a death penalty is cheaper than life in prison, but contrary to it, the 

opposite is true. It is more expensive to kill a person than to give them life in prison. For killing a 

convicted person to occur, a lot of significant procedural precautions have to be taken on all the 

stages, so that error chances are minimized. As a result, it costs about three times as much money 

to conduct a death penalty than it costs to imprison the same person for life.  

People who are against capital punishment argue that it is unjust and, therefore, should be 

abolished. They draw this argument because only 293 people of the 19000 who have committed 

homicides underwent a death penalty.  It is a significantly small number, so who is being 

selected to die? Scholars have argued that these people are the poor and come from racial 

minorities. It proves that people only go to death row because they are broke or from ethnic 

groups.  

A death penalty is harmful to society since it reduces the value placed on human life. 

Taking a life is legitimized by allowing the state to commit murder legally. The death of anyone, 
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regardless of whether they are convicted killers diminishes human life. The society has a duty 

and is obliged to end the death penalty practice because its consequences are more harmful than 

beneficial. 
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