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Sweden 1912 Olympics great success 

Introduction 

The Olympics is a significant athletics event that occurs after very four years happening 

between winter and summer in every two years of the period of four years. Athletes from all over 

the world gather around to participate in various sports events. In 1912, the Olympics were held 

in Stockholm, Sweden. It was the most celebrated Olympic held in a series of Olympiads. It was 

the fifth Olympiad; the most organized and efficiently managed games to the time. This 

document addresses the 1912 Olympics, also known as the Swedish Masterpiece. 

The 1912 Olympics that were hosted in Stockholm were a stand-alone event that was 

very successful. It was the first Olympics that was truly international with athletes representation 

from all the five continents. There was a sense of unity provided by the event with there being no 

significant disruptions or protests.  A new stadium was built with a capacity of 22000 people 

together with a swimming pool. .2408 competitors from 28 nations participated in the event. 

There were 48 women in the competition who participated in 14 sports;102 events. The event 

was to use a total of 12 venues, and it was the first time that football was played in different 

places. The games were performed within a month except for shooting, tennis, and football 

(Piercey, 2017)l. The event began after 6th July. The 1912 Summer Olympics were the first to 

have an Asian country, Japan, participate for the first time. It was the last Olympic that solid gold 

was used in making the gold medals. Stockholm was selected because it was the only place that 

bid for the events and was chosen in 1909. All the countries that participated include; Belgium, 

Austria, Bohemia, Canada, Australasia, Chile, Egypt, Finland, Germany, Great Britain, France, 

Denmark, Japan, Luxembourg, Italy, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, United States, Sweden, Turkey, 

Switzerland, Serbia, South Africa, Portugal, Norway, Russian empire, and the Netherlands.  The 
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United States won most of the gold medals. They won 25 gold medals. Sweden, the host country, 

had the overall most medals won with them winning 65 of them. 

1912 was the first Olympics to have women’s diving, art competitions and women 

swimming. It was also the first to feature both the new pentathlon and decathlon which were all 

won by Jim Thorpe. In this Olympics is when athletics was enhanced with the use of electronic 

timing for the first time, which was capable of recording a tenth of a second. There was also use 

of systems for public addressing which helped athletes to be organized and for crowds following 

of events. The cord was replaced by chalk for lane outlines in the main stadium. Sweden did not 

allow boxing because it was not an appealing sport to the Swedes. The event had its drama with 

Kanakuri Shizo, who was a marathon runner going missing while the race was ongoing (Piercey, 

2017).  He had lost consciousness because of heatstroke and was helped by family farming. The 

next day he left and returned to Japan without notifying any of the officials. He was invited back 

50 years later to complete his race in which he did in an unofficial record time of 54 years and 

eight months. Another athlete, Fransisco Lazaro, was also affected by the heat but fatally.  He 

lost his life while running in the marathon and is the only athlete that has ever died during an 

Olympic marathon. 

A lot of Olympics records were set in the 1912 Stockholm Olympics. They were majorly 

on the field events and track events. The only games that did not have new records being set 

were ten km walk, standing high jump, hop, standing broad jump, jump and step, and hurdle 

competitions. Most records were set successfully by Hannes Kolehmainen. He set new records in 

the cross country, 5000 metres, and 10000 metres. The main man of the 1912 Olympics was Jim 

Thorpe, an American. He participated in four events. In the high jump event, Jim Thorpe 

finished at fourth place and seventh place in long jumping. Jim Thorpe however, dominated in 
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two events; the decathlon and pentathlon winning gold medals in each (Piercey, 2017).  Hannes 

Kolehmainen was also another major highlight of the event. He won the 5000m, 10000m, 

12000m, and cross- country. The 1912 games were also the debut for Nedo Nadi, the legendary 

fencer. They also featured the appearance of Duke Kahanamoku, an American swimmer from 

Hawaii. 

The event was opened according to Swedish cultures. The athletes gathered around 

Athletic grounds and began entering according to the Swedish alphabetical order.  A traditional 

Swedish chant was carried out, and prayers read in Swedish first and then translated to English. 

After the King's representative had opened the ceremony officially, there was a trumpet fanfare. 

It marked the start of the outrageously successful 1912 Olympics. The event was the last 

Olympic in 8 years because of interruptions from world wars. 

In conclusion, the 1912 Olympics held in Sweden are symbolic. The Olympics marked 

the start of technology use in the Olympics. It was also the first event that featured all five 

continents together with women. The Olympics qualify to be termed as a great success becaus4e 

they were organized and managed effectively.  
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