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The Electoral College is a presidential electors group necessitated by the United 

States constitution. The group forms after four years solely to elect the United States’ 

president and vice president. It was initiated by the United States constitution framers as an 

alternative to the election of a president through congress or the popular vote. Several 

representatives are elected from each State for the Electoral College group and equal the 

senator's number and the House of Representatives delegate's number. The District of 

Columbia has no Congress voting representation and has three votes in the Electoral College. 

Currently, the Electoral College has 538 electors. For a presidential candidate to win the 

presidential election, they require 270 votes. There has been a longstanding debate on 

whether the Electoral College should be abolished, with people raising significant criticisms. 

This document discusses the purpose of the Electoral College and states why it should be 

abolished.  

Purpose of the Electoral College 

When citizens of the United States cast their presidential vote, they only partially vote 

for their president of choice. When they cast their vote, they select a group of electors to 

represent them, and the electors decide who becomes the United States president (Nelson, 

2021). In most cases, the votes from the Electoral College mirror the election's popular vote. 

However, there are several instances when the votes of the Electoral College were different 

from the popular vote, thereby resulting in a president who did not receive the popular vote. 

Its founders believed that it would offer the nation a representative president and, at the same 

time, avoid corruption in the national election.  

After the general election, each State's electors meet in their respective capitals and 

cast a vote for their president and vice president. The United States' senate president then 

receives the votes on the 6th of January, and the comprehensive Congress present. The United 
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States Senate president tallies the votes and then announces the winner(Nelson, 2021). As 

stated before, the winner is the same person who won the popular vote in most cases. 

However, in the History of the United States, five candidates became president without 

winning the popular vote. This is the most recent case in the 2016 general election, whereby 

Donald Trump did not win the popular vote with his opposition bagging over 3 million  more 

votes. However Trump won through the Electoral College with 74 votes. Similar cases also 

happened in the 2000 election and three times during the 19th century(Nelson, 2021). In 1876, 

Rutherford B Hayes and Benjamin Harrison also had a similar case as Trump. In 1824, the 

election between Andrew Jackson and John Quincy Adams lost the Electoral College vote 

even after winning the popular vote(Bailey, 2019). As a result, securing of the presidency by 

Adams was only through the House of Representatives vote. This procedure was provided in 

the constitution in cases where none of the presidential candidates won a majority of the 

Electoral College votes. 

  The Electoral College was purposed to limit the dominance of populous states. Each 

State is granted two senators, which is not subject to the State's size or population. It allows 

the selection of a popular president but only on a state-by-state basis(Nelson, 2021). The 

winner of each State gains all the State's votes based on the seat numbers of the State in the 

House and the Senate. The Electoral College was perceived as a better alternative to the 

direct popular vote election. In dramatically close elections, the candidate with the most 

popular votes can be denied victory, such as in the 2000 elections. The Electoral College 

necessitates presidential election through majority but in State-by-State form (Bailey, 2019). 

As such, the political wills of the people and that of the State are considered fifty states 

working together to elect the president.   

Why it should be abolished 
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The Constitution'sConstitution's framers developed the Electoral College for several 

reasons. In number 68 of the Federalist's papers, Alexander Hamilton stated that the Electoral 

College was a compromise to the Philadelphia Constitutional Convention between small and 

large states. Many people in the small states worried that large states such as New York, 

Massachusetts, Virginia, and Pennsylvania would dominate presidential elections hence 

devised the Electoral College(Bailey, 2019). Each State was to have two senators regardless 

of size and number of senators and House members proportionally to the population of the 

State. However, the delegates had an anti-majoritarian concern. During that time, when a 

significant amount of the population was not well-educated, a group of wise men seemed 

appropriate to choose the best president (Marlowe, 2020). However, they rejected the 

president with the popular vote because they did not trust the voters' decision-making 

process.  

For the vast part, operation by the Electoral College has been smooth, with the 

presidential candidate having more popular votes also getting more votes in the Electoral 

College votes. However, some cases have not been smooth such as in the 2000 presidential 

election between Al Gore, a Democrat, and George Bush, a republican(Marlowe, 2020). The 

race was close and ultimately depended on 25 electoral votes from Florida. The Florida 

Supreme Court required recounting of the votes, particularly in counties with significant 

undervote numbers. The Bush campaign filed suit, and the United States Supreme court 

overruled the recount decision by the Florida Supreme Court, stating it was against the 14th 

Amendment(Bailey, 2019). The Florida Electoral College votes were won by Bush together 

with the presidency despite Gore winning the popular vote by approximately 500000 votes. 

Donald Trump 2016 also became president through the College despite losing with over 3 

million votes the popular vote(Wong, 2020). He won the election through the Electoral 
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College with 74 votes. This discrepancy between the Electoral College vote and the popular 

vote is a reason for its abolishment.  

Another reason to abolish it is the problem of the "faithless elector."The faithless 

elector is whereby the Electoral College body's elector votes for the opposition of their 

respective states' popular vote. A Federalist from Pennsylvania, Samuel Miles, was the first 

to create the faithless elector problem(Wong, 2020). Despite coming from a Federalist party 

where the candidate had won the popular vote, he cast his vote for a Democratic-Republican 

Candidate in 1796. Ever since over 157 electors have voted contrary to their states' preferred 

candidate, it has resulted in uncertainty over how Electoral College votes in the future will 

proceed. In the 2016 elections, seven electors voted contrary to their State’s popular 

vote(Marlowe, 2020). A lawsuit by Colorado challenged the legitimacy of electors following 

their State's votes as a requirement. A Federal court ruled in the Baca v. Hickenlooper case 

that faithless electors cannot be penalized. 

The Electoral College cannot serve its purpose in this era of broad geographic 

disparities and high levels of income inequality. The Electoral legitimacy is ruined by having 

a president who lost the popular vote. Having the House of Representatives decide on a 

presidential election whereby each State has one vote increases the chances of corrupt 

decisions and insider dealings. Balloting irregularities allegations necessitate deciding the 

contested State votes by the Electoral College, which decrease the public's integrity of such 

processes(Marlowe, 2020). Additionally, faithless electors render moot particular states’ 

votes. In today's times of significant geographical disparities and income inequalities, the 

Electoral College is susceptible to over-representing views of the minority due to its 

structure. Currently, each State has two votes and additional votes matching the House 

member's numbers. The format over-represents medium and small states, neglecting large 
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states. It is particularly problematic because 15 percent of United States counties account for 

64 percent of the nation's gross income(Marlowe, 2020). America's prosperous parts include 

15 states with 30 senators, while areas with less prosperity have 35 states and 70 senators. 

These numbers show a significant mismatch between political power and economic vitality. 

The 35 states through the Electoral College that are less prosperous are offered a 

disproportionate power in deciding public policy and the president. The institutional relic will 

prevail the discrepancies and populism between Electoral College votes and the popular vote 

(Wong, 2020). Instead of having historic aberrations of the few presidents who lose the 

popular vote and still become president, the new norm will be having an era of anti-

majoritarian where states with small numbers of votes use institutional clout to stop 

legislation appealing to states with large numbers of votes. 

The Electoral College was purposed to ensure states with fewer voters have a voice in 

the elections. It ensured that all votes were reflected in the presidential election, including 

small state votes. However, it has created several discrepancies which will necessitate its 

abolishment. First, there is the issue of the faithless elector, in which the elector goes against 

the wishes of the State. Additionally, the Electoral College will not function effectively in the 

era of broad geographical disparities and income inequality. This is because a big part of the 

United States economy's GDP(64 percent) is brought in by 15 States while the rest of the 35 

states bring in the rest. Having the Electoral College offers the less prosperous states 

disproportionate political power in deciding legislation and economic decisions. As such, the 

Electoral College should be abolished as it does not suit today's political dynamics.  
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