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Functionalism theory is about mental state nature. According to this theory, mental states 

are not defined by what they are made of but what they do. Mental states constitute their 

functional role only. Psychological functional roles could include behavioral inputs, sensory 

inputs, and mental states. This theory's motivation came from comparing the computer to the 

human mind but as an analogy (Schaffer, 2020). Arguments for this theory get their basis on 

showing its superiority to behaviorism and identity theory, which are the main competitors. 

When compared to behaviorism, functionalism insists on the idea that internal states of creatures 

are their mental states. When compared to identity theory, it brings the idea that a mental state is 

realized in multiples. Critics to functionalism argue that many things are classified as possessing 

mental states more than psychologists accept.  

Eliminative materialism (eliminativism) states that people use their common sense to 

understand the mind is not true and that some mental states classes that people believe are not in 

existence. Eliminative materialism is a position that is materialist in mind philosophy. Supporters 

of eliminative materialism claim that neural basis for most desires or beliefs- which are daily 

psychological concepts cannot are not there because they are defined poorly. They claim that 

experience and behavior psychological theories should be identified according to how effective 

they are reducing until the biological level.  Eliminative materialism is the perception that entity 

classes are non-existent. In an example, materialism is eliminativism of the soul; current 

chemists are eliminative materialists about Phlogiston. This theory is of the idea that some 

classes which are taken for granted by common sense, like desires and beliefs, are non-existent.  

Property dualism is a position category of mind philosophy. It states that even though the 

world consists of one type of substance, the physical kind, thee still has two kinds of distinct: the 

mental properties and physical properties. It is the belief that mental properties due to their non-
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physical state, such as emotions, feelings, and desires, exist in a particular physical substance, 

the brain. Property dualism is compared to substance dualism because it accounts for only one 

kind of substance. However, it is also contrasted with idealism, materialism, and other views that 

are ontological monist which agrees that all that exists is unique. 

Panpsychism is the perception that mentality is ubiquitous and fundamental in the world. 

It also features the description of the mind as an essential feature of reality that is in existence in 

all of the universe. It offers a middle way of attraction between dualism on one side and 

physicalism on the other side (Strawson, 2016). Dualism states that matter and mind are different 

things-it gives a disunified nature picture and leaves us with a gap of understanding how the 

brain and mind interact. Physicalism gives a unified and simplified world vision at the cost of not 

being able to provide an account that satisfies the animal and human consciousness emergence. 

Panpsychism offers an account that is filling the natural conception and unified with the human 

mind.  

Functionalism is the most attractive theory, with most philosophers agreeing with this 

view. Functionalism leaves more evidence than other approaches. It shows how every part is 

influenced or influences other parts. Functionalism shows a system of interconnectedness in the 

society. 
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