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Introduction  

COVID-19 is a different type of virus but from the corona family. It originates from a 

certain classification of Coronaviruses that have symptoms the same as the common cold but are 

experienced in a mild form. It was first diagnosed in China, a town named Wuhan, in 2019 

December. It has quickly grown to become a worldwide epidemic with reports on new cases 

across the globe. Everyone in the world is affected by the coronavirus either directly or 

indirectly. The virus has changed our perceptions of a lot of things.  It has altered how we live 

and our perceptions of life and death. It will be difficult for our lives to go back to normal after 

the disease. The virus is, by far, the most significant tragedy of the century. Hospitals are 

recording most of the new cases and deaths as n being caused by the virus. Anyone can be 

infected by the disease, but older generations are more susceptible together with people who may 

have medical conditions that are preexisting. Society may employ different methods in trying to 

beat the virus, but isolation is the key solution.  The government will be critical in ensuring that 

people self-quarantine and isolate. Society should support the measures employed by the 

government, including the ones they do not agree with, like the release of inmates and others 

because they are for the society's benefit. 

The virus is quickly spreading to all parts of the globe. Necessary actions will be required 

drastically if the virus is to be contained. Countries that experienced early Coronavirus cases 
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have had devastating effects. As of April 22nd, 2020, there have been 877,489 confirmed cases 

in the United States. Out of the 877,489, a total of 81,792 have recovered, and 49,605 have died. 

The number rises as the days go by. It has caused the government to employ some aggressive 

measures in trying to contain it. For example, it is releasing inmates from prison. The 

coronavirus pandemic presents a dilemma for prosecutors because it threatens the lives of 

thousands of people in jails. There are over two hundred thousand people flowing from in and 

out of jails every week. This increases the risks for not only the inmates but also for jail workers 

and the surrounding community. Jails and prisons are favorable places for acquiring and 

incubating diseases infecting a large number of the population. They have huge populations 

concentrated in one place, and the coronavirus cannot be contained by bars. They are not totally 

isolated from the community. They have bridge populations from prisoners themselves getting in 

and out, visitors, and workers.   

Prisons could create a spill-over effect for COVID-19, and they could become a threat to 

the general population. Outbreaks within jails would be devastating for prisoners and the general 

population (Montoya-Barthelemy et al., 100). Additionally, prisons' health services are subpar to 

add to overcrowding issues. Prisons and jails are under-equipped by far compared to the health 

facilities out here. It would be hard to sympathize with prisoners as most of the population would 

agree with since they have committed crimes, and they deserve to be there. However, in the 

corona case, what happens in prisons and jails does not stay there. In context to COVID-19, then 

the general population should care about what is happening in prisons because it threatens all of 

them. The staffs from prisons return home after work and could harbor the virus spreading it or 

even visitors of prisoners. It should be considered from a broader perspective. Of which the 

government has done and is continuously improving on. It is relieving the overcrowding pressure 
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in prisons by releasing thousands of them. This is in an effort to contain the threats by the virus, 

but these decisions have come with consequences.   

There have been cases of prisoners released committing crime shortly after. For example, 

a person released from Florida authorities committed murder soon after release. This raises the 

society's concern about the release of inmates. Some of them will continue to commit the crime 

with no care in the world if the universe is facing a pandemic. There have numerous cases of 

inmates released committing new crimes. No system in the world is perfect; however, 

prosecutors and law enforcement are trying to focus on finding the right factors to consider when 

releasing inmates. They release elderly inmates who generally have lower recidivism rates, 

pretrial detainees, and non-violet offenders (Carroll, Jenny, 223). The society may be against 

these measures, but they are necessary and will be mandatory if the corona is to be contained. 

Prisons do not have adequate access to sanitary products, and they are generally unable to follow 

quarantine laws forcing the release of inmates.  

 Society counters that instead of the prisoners being released, they should be provided 

with the sanitary products, masks, gloves, and vital supplies they require in prisons. This, 

however, will not solve the overcrowding issue in which the spread of corona 

thrives(Stephenson, Joan, 230). The prosecutors are doing the right thing by releasing low-risk 

inmates. It will aid in slowing down COVID-19 spread. Prisoners should not be left to die in 

prison because they deserve to be there. The job of prosecuting is not all about locking up people 

in institutions and forgetting about them, it is about protecting the public, and this happened to 

include prisoners’ well-being. It is right to advocate for their rights, especially in this pandemic 

period, since they belong in the same category as a high-risk population. They are at a high risk 
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of infection due to circumstances and the environment they live in. However, the offender should 

face strict punishments, and there should be no hesitation in re-arresting them. 

The government has also put in place quarantine laws. The offenders of quarantine orders 

are punishable by law through fines and imprisonment. The pandemic has forced the government 

to implement Federal quarantine, which involves large scale isolation and is rarely used. 

Violators of quarantine orders will face serious criminal allegations since they are risking 

people's lives aside from risking theirs'. They will potentially serve prison time after the corona 

pandemic has been controlled and managed. 

COVID-19 has made to reconsider our attitudes and views on a lot of things. No one 

thought of a day prisoners will be released because of a deadly virus. We have a duty to 

ourselves to accept changes brought in reaction to the virus. The government is placing carefully 

thought out approaches to help all citizens equally. COVID-19 is not a disease of the rich-poor 

the poor, and neither can it be classified to affect a certain group of people. It cuts across all 

social systems. It is important that society supports the government decisions in this period 

because they are for our benefits; after all, even the people in governments are affected by the 

decisions they make regarding COVID-19. 
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